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agreed to this probably because they were sure that they could write
the final platform since they had a majority of the delegates. Likewise
they did not care if Yancey and a few others walked out. Their ma-
jority could always construe the two-thirds rule as meaning two-thirds
of the votes cast on a given ballot, if there was a quorum, and a seces-
sion would make their proportion all the larger.8
The Douglas managers gained a notable success on the third day
when the Regency delegation in New York was admitted and Fernando
Wood's cohorts were finally excluded. But this day was shortened by the
announcement of the death of the chairman of the Vermont delegation,
which brought an adjournment late in the afternoon and gave the
sore troubled platform committee more time to labor. On the breeze-
swept battery, there was the music of the Boston band and relief from
the heat. Thither scores of the delegates went and found many of the
Charleston elite driving up and down. It was a welcome contrast to
Institute Hall drenched in oratory and perspiration. All knew the
morrow would produce a bitter struggle. So they enjoyed the breeze
and the music, and looked out to unfinished Fort Sumter, all unmindful
of its dramatic role so soon to be played.7
This delightful interlude was not vouchsafed the platform committee-
men who argued behind the closed doors of Masonic Hall most of the
day and night. By morning all knew that no agreement had been
reached, and so the day was spent trying to help them. Many delegations
and individual members thought they had the rnagic formula, and all
that day dozens were presented to the convention with accompanying
remarks. They were all referred to the hard-pressed committee, which
spent another night in a vain attempt at agreement. The varying phrase-
ologies which today seem so trivial in their differences were becoming
not so much meaningful statements as verbal badges of the factions
struggling for the control of the nomination.
Wearily on Friday morning the committee confessed itself unable to
settle on one formula and submitted three; all included the Cincinnati
platform, which proclaimed the right of the people of the territories,
whenever their number justified it, to form a constitution with or
without skvery and be admitted into the Union. A bare majority of the
committee, composed of the fifteen southerners and their California and